
We are a non-profit, faith-based day facility that provides safety, structure and purpose for vulnerable members of our community.

u  100+ volunteers donated their
time and talent

u  Hours contributed by volunteers 
equal to approx. $300,000 

2018 Annual Report

CARE
Comm i t t e e
Community Awareness Reaching Empowerment 

Courage. Honesty.
Confidence. Leadership.

EMPOWERMENT.

Learn more about our  
activities—like these u 
at friendsofthecarpenter.org

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”—Martin Luther King, Jr.

The year 2018 culminated in a crossroad for Friends of the 
Carpenter affording us the opportunity to reflect on a  

key aspect of being created in God’s image and that is having 
the power to make critical choices. By relying on His  

word and His spirit, we have the collective power to choose a 
new path forward, to make an investment in faith. 

Moving forward, FOC will refocus our dedication to expanding 
vocational and skills training to those in need in our  

community. These programs have proven successful time  
and time again. We will also grow our woodworking  

production and sales through ‘Projects with a Purpose,’  
making FOC a place of choice for those looking for  

heirloom-quality pieces that will be cherished for generations.
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  2018 By the numbers...
u 300+ participant visits per

month at the Friendship
Center

u 100+ people attended our
HUGS parties

u  450+ donors supported our
mission with a financial donation

u  Thousands of hand-crafted items
were created in our workshop
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"I came to the Friendship  
Center seeking job training, a 
solid reference, and stability. I 
had made a lot of mistakes in 
the past—struggles with  
alcoholism and time spent in 
prison —and really looked  
forward to something faith-
based.

Through Partners in Careers, I met Craig and he helped 
to give me what I really needed: a regular schedule and a 
sense of accountability that I didn’t have before. Without 
my time at the Friendship Center, I would have had to take 
the first crummy job that came along and I was scared to 
do that. 

I wanted to stop the cycle of dead end jobs surrounded by 
drugs and other bad earthly situations. Being here all day 
in this encouraging environment made me want to be a 
better person, look into the Word, and be a good influence 
on the people around me. 

I now have a quality job that I can do long term, with  
benefits. I’ll come back to the Friendship Center as often 
as I can and I plan to bring my son here hoping that we 
can create something together and hopefully re-build our 
bond. I am so grateful to Friends of the Carpenter—this 
truly is the happiest I’ve ever been in my whole life."

—John, FOC Participant

Success Through Faith & Dedication

For example, we built a new, close relationship with Lifeline 
Connections, an agency that offers mental health and substance 

abuse treatment. We were blessed to have the talent, ability 
and funding ($13,375) to build bedroom furniture for two new 
programs for pregnant women, parents, and single men. Thank 

you to all whose support turned these plans into reality!

Volunteer Doug Corso working on Lifeline Connections bunk bed.


