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Changing lives with love 

 

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God . 1 John 4:7 

Contact Us! 

Phone 360-750-4752 

Tom Iberle, Executive Director  

   Cell 360-903-3626  

Craig Cluff, Facilities Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2245 

Mary Rose, Accounting Manager 

Christine Bilic, Admin & Dev Manager 

Jim Gutierrez, Thrift Store Manager                    

   360-750-3867 

Linnea Hanson, Volunteer Manager 

Samuel Abron, Sr., Shop Assistant 

Diana Espinoza, Activity Coordinator 

 
 
 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.friendsofthecarpenterproductstore.org 

www.facebook/friendsofthecarpenter 

www.twitter.com/friendcarpenter 

www.pinterest.com/friendsofth0528 

 

Refused 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, please check the box and 

return it to your mail carrier.  We pay 

the postage. 

1600 W 20th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98660 
P.O. Box 65358 
Vancouver, WA 98665 Fall ‘18 
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By Tom Iberle 
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F a l l  2 0 1 8  V o l u m e  2 0 ,  I s s u e  3  Changing Lives with Love 

“We had to celebrate and 

rejoice, because this brother 

of yours was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and 

has been found” 

  Luke 15:32 

 
I have a great story to 

share with you.  It’s one of 

many instances where 

Friends of the Carpenter 

Changes Lives with Love.  

Quite often, something we 

might think is not that sig-

nificant makes a tremen-

dous difference in some-

one else’s life. 

Let me tell you about a 

Friend of the Carpenter 

named Deanna Huynh.  

When Deanna first ar-

rived at the Friendship 

Center, she was at one 

of the lowest points of 

her life.  Her marriage 

had broken up, and 

without a job or any 

other source of income, 

Deanna soon ended up 

like so many in that sit-

uation – unhoused and 

without a safe place to 

be.  Life on the street 

wore her down and she 

began to lose hope.  Her 

previously strong faith 

also started to waver.  

She got to the point 

where she felt God had 

abandoned her so she 

turned her back on God 

and decided she could 

only rely on herself. 

One afternoon Deanna 

made her way to the 

Friendship Center to ask 

about our Pay It For-

ward program.  Some-

one else she knew had 

received some help from 

us, and Deanna was 

hoping we could pro-

vide something for her.  

I sat down with her in 

the activity area late in 

the afternoon and start-

ed to learn about her 

situation.  We were able 

to pay for Deanna to 

stay one night in an in-

expensive motel.  She 

said she really needed a 

shower and a good 

night’s rest to be able to 

start sorting things out 

in her chaotic life.  

The funds that we set 

aside for that sort of fi-

nancial assistance make 

up our Pay It Forward 

program.   We don’t ask 

those receiving the help 

to pay it back but to 

‘pay it forward’ by do-

ing some community 

exchange in our activity 

program at the Center.  

As you might imagine, 

The Carpenter’s 

 Tool Box 

I n s i de  t h i s  

i s su e :  

Deanna & Alonzo 

http://www.friendsofthecarpenter.org
http://www.friendsofthecarpenter.org
http://www.facebook.com/friendsofthecarpenter
http://www.twitter.com/friendcarpenter
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We don’t see Deanna quite 

as often now that she’s 

working, but she often 

drops by on Fridays, her 

day off.  That also happens 

to be the day when the Food 

with Friends Shower Trailer 

is at the Friendship Center.  

Deanna was one of the first 

to use the showers back in 

February when we started 

hosting the trailer.  Now she 

likes to help staff it so that 

others can get cleaned up.  

Deanna’s come full circle – 

showing again how God’s 

love and grace is all power-

ful. 

Recently, Deanna hit another 

bump in the road when her 

car was impounded.  The 

first place she headed was 

Friends of the Carpenter.  

The reason wasn’t to ask us 

to bail the car out of the im-

pound lot.  She said the 

Friendship Center is where 

she feels safe and it is a tre-

mendous source of stability 

in her life.  She came for the 

spiritual support.  Deanna 

now says that “God gives us 

what we need, but not until 

we need it”.  She said she 

had to re-learn that and to 

put her trust back in God, 

where it belongs.  And even 

though she didn’t ask, we 

were able to help reunite 

Deanna with her car after 

all. 

 That’s just one example of 

the sort of miracle that we 

see on a regular basis at the 

F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t e r .  

Deanna’s story is a power-

ful, and recent, instance of 

how we Change Lives with 

Love.  We plan on featuring 

more of Deanna’s story at 

our 20th Anniversary cele-

bration at this year’s Auc-

tion & Dinner on Oct. 20th.  

Join us that evening if you 

can.  Event info is on page 4 

in this issue. 

There are plenty more stories 

that continue to happen all 

the time at Friends of the 

Carpenter.  Thank you to 

our donors, our volunteers, 

our community partner or-

ganizations, our business 

sponsors, our church spon-

sors, our Board of Directors 

and our hard-working and 

faithful staff for making all 

of that possible.  We’ve been 

at it for 20 years now, and 

we hope to be able to contin-

ue for many years into the 

future.  God’s Providence 

will always be 

there – when 

we need it. 

not everyone comes back 

for that part - but Deanna 

did….every day until we 

both felt things were even 

on the exchange.  Deanna 

told me she kept coming 

back because she “felt like I 

was home at the Friendship 

Center”.  Little by little, the 

sanding and other tasks she 

helped with started to re-

build the hope she had lost.  

She relates that the wel-

come and hospitality we 

offered her and the feeling 

of God’s love and grace in 

the building helped her see 

that God did care about 

her.  

By the end of that experi-

ence, Deanna told me that 

she had accepted God’s 

presence back into her life.  

She felt like she was coming 

out of the darkness and back 

into the light of God’s love.  

Just after that, things started 

falling back into place for 

Deanna.  In March, she 

found employment with the 

Share Talkin’ Trash pro-

gram, picking up litter and 

other sorts of garbage in the 

downtown core area.  That 

led to her getting into an 

apartment in June where she 

lives now with her compan-

ion Alonzo and their dog.   
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      Friends of the Carpenter Staff Updates 

 
 

We are very pleased to announce that Diana Espinoza joined our staff in August!  She will 

take on the role of Activity Coordinator, which remains a part-time position.  Diana most 

recently worked as Assistant Warehouse Manager for Share at their Fromhold Center on 

Andresen.  She is fitting right in at the Friendship Center and we look forward to having 

her share her skills and talents with us.  Welcome, Diana! 

You may well be wondering – what happened to Linnea, our current Activity Coordina-

tor?  She is still with us; in fact we offered her a promotion!  Linnea is our new Volunteer 

Manager.  Since coming on board in April, Linnea has quickly become a valued member of 

our staff team, and we are blessed to have her filling that crucial role for Friends of the 

Carpenter.   

As you might imagine, we are in transition mode right now, with Linnea and the rest of 

the staff getting Diana oriented to our Ministry and Linnea becoming more familiar with 

the volunteer program and all that it involves.  We invite you to visit us at the Friendship 

Center to meet and welcome Diana sometime soon.  You might even talk with her or Lin-

nea about how you can help out with one of the many volunteer needs we have at Friends 

of the Carpenter.  Thanks & Blessings! 

                             Save the Date! 

            Jim Fischer & Friends                          

              Christmas Concert 
                

Saturday, December 1st 

 First Presbyterian         

Church 

4300 Main Street, Vancouver 
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Upcoming Events 

● Sept 14th, Friday                       

Tool Sale, 10:00—2:00 pm 
 

● Sept 15th, Saturday            

   Show & Tell, 9:30 am           

   Tool Sale  9:30 am-2:00 pm                
 

● Sept 20th, Thursday                  

   Give More 24!                      
 

● Sept 26th, Wednesday      

Woodturners, 7:00 pm 
 

● Oct 20th, Saturday                    

20th Anniversary Auction  & Dinner                      
 

● Nov 22nd, Thursday 

   Happy Thanksgiving!  Center closed 
 

● Nov 23rd,  Friday                         

Friendship Center Closed  
 

● Dec 1st, Saturday                         

Jim Fischer & Friends            

Christmas Concert at                   

First Presbyterian Church             
 

● Dec 15th, Saturday                  

Show & Tell, 9:30 am       
 

● Dec 25th, Tuesday                   

Merry Christmas! Center closed. 
 

● Jan 1st, Tuesday                      

Happy New Year! Center closed. 

 
 

FOC Board of Directors: 
 
President: Grover Icenogle 
 
Vice President:  Rev. Josh Rowley 
 

Treasurer:  Linda Otton 

 

Secretary: Sandy Mathis 

 

Thrift Store Liaisons:            

Frank Stowe and Brent Stahl 

 
Bill Parsons 
 
Wendy Wright 
 
Art Edgerly 

   

 

 

 

Welcome to  
the Activity Corner   

Fans and a cooler full of water bottles kept the summer heat 
at bay while we kept things hustling in the Activity Center. 
  
Our semi-annual HUGS party was held on July 18th.  We  
distributed a few hats and gloves, and an abundance of     
underwear and socks, along with various toiletries.  We    
enjoyed a delicious hot dog lunch and played bingo for   
prizes.  Many thanks to the Catholic Daughters from St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church for serving lunch and 
providing a bounty of cakes for dessert. 
 
We have enjoyed hosting multiple youth groups this sum-
mer.  Jeff Lowery with the LAST program (Learning and 
Serving Together) was able to send us several groups of 
teens and young adults.  We also received visits from the 
youth of Vancouver United Church of Christ and Mill Plain 
United Methodist.  These willing workers rolled up their 
sleeves and weeded and swept and dusted, and then en-
joyed the ever-present sanding and painting projects.  Day-
break Youth Services continued their monthly visits 
throughout the summer, rewarding the teens’ hard work 
with an outing to the Friendship Center. 
 
I encourage you to stop by for a visit, grab a cup of coffee – 
or a piece of sand paper - and meet some new friends. 
 
Blessings! 

Linnea Hanson 

 

 

 

 

Donation Wish List: 

Coffee 

Paint Brushes 
 

Men’s and Women’s 
Underwear 
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     It’s Coming! 

    Our Semi-Annual Tool & Product Sale! 

     Friday, September 14th, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  and 

                        Saturday, September 15th,  9:30 am  to 2:00 pm   

  

              At the Friendship Center                                                  

                  1600 W 20th Street   

                                                                     

            Hope to see you here! 

Empower Vulnerable Members 
of our Community with a  

Matching Gift on Sept. 20th! 

Empower in numbers on September 
20th for Give More 24!  Friends of the 
Carpenter is one of 150+ local           
nonprofits participating in a 24-hour 
day of giving, hosted by the Commu-
nity Foundation for Southwest Wash-
ington. From 12 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on 
Thursday, September 20th, you can 
support Friends with a donation on-
line at givemore24.org (search for 
Friends of the Carpenter).  

For our 20th anniversary, we are asking donors to consider giving “$20 on Sept. 20th in honor of 
our 20 years!” A $20 donation could provide a bus or train ticket to help reconnect a participant 
with family who are out of town. Plus, all donations to FOC will be matched up to $2,500 thanks 

to our generous matching donors.  Minimum donation starts at just $5, which at FOC could sup-
plement groceries or gas for our participants at Love Gift events.  

If you need assistance with your online donation, we are happy to help!  FOC is partnering with 
two other nonprofits for an all-day event on Sept. 20th at Latte Da, 205 E 39th Street, Vancouver 
with a computer on site.  Details of the event will be sent out in an e-mail blast and posted on our 
Facebook page soon, so you won’t miss your chance to empower those who desperately need 
your help! Our participants need to realize their value as a human being. They need their hope 
restored. And with your gift, FOC changes the lives of people right here in our community. Please 
share the good news and encourage others to be a part of this great opportunity!  
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Friends of the Carpenter 
 

Dinner & Auction 

October 20th, 2018 
 

Warehouse ‘23 
100 Columbia Street 

5:30 pm 
 

Get your tickets now!! 

Twenty years is a tremendous milestone! We are honored to share this anniversary with our 
supporters and the community that we serve. If you look closely at our ‘20’ event logo, you’ll see 
the faces of our participants, our volunteers and our woodworkers. In the logo, you’ll also see 
some of those who made this Ministry possible: Duane and Julie Sich, Jack Artz, and Dan     
Nicholas. 
 
Please join us as we look back and celebrate the accomplishments of our Ministry and of our 
participants over the past 20 years, and share the love of God’s grace with all who attend. 
 

Saturday, October 20, 2018, 5:30 p.m. at Warehouse ‘23, 100 Columbia St #102 
 

Table of 10 Before Oct. 10: $700 | After Oct. 10: $800 
Single Ticket Before Oct. 10: $75 | After Oct. 10: $85 

Our event features dinner, silent & live auctions and a chance to learn more about the vital work 
that Friends of the Carpenter performs each & every day. 
 
Menu options include: Candied Apple & Pecan Chicken OR Vegan/Gluten-Free: Stuffed Portobello 
Mushroom with Roasted Red Pepper Cashew Cheese. 
 

Tickets are limited! Reserve yours today by calling 360-750-4752 or buy on-line at 
www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

 
Sponsorship opportunities are still available. Please contact us at 360-750-4752 or  

contact@friendsofthecarpenter.org. 
 

 

Can you help procure or donate items for our silent or live auction? Those    
donations must be delivered to the Friendship Center by October 2. Thank you! 
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Where Friends are helping other Friends to succeed 

 

 

 

3414 NE 52nd St., 

Vancouver, WA 98661 

360-750-3867 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Monday through Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    Where Friends are  

helping Friends            

to succeed 

 A gathering place for friends to find good company and great bargains. 

Thank you so much for your continued and generous support of 2nd Chance Thrift Store. It’s 

been a bit of a tough summer. Sales are up, but there has been a constant struggle finding 

enough volunteers to maintain stable hours. I mention this only as explanation if you’ve 

stopped by and we have had to close for a half day. It is summer and many of our regular vol-

unteers are on vacation, anywhere from Seattle to several European trips. We wish them all 

wonderful, safe voyages. I do want to apologize for any inconvenience the closures may have 

caused you, but hey, all those volunteers will come back with wonderful tales of places I still 

have on my bucket list.  

We are still here for you, even with somewhat shortened hours. I hope you’ve been in and tak-

en full advantage of our specials such as a 15% discount on purchases over $8.00. We also are 

still running our color of the month sales on clothing. Further, on Monday and Tuesdays only, 

we have created a bit of a game for you: Spend just $6.00 and then look for one of the five 

green tagged items. This item can be yours for free! Yes…I said FREE!! Does it get any better 

than that?  

Finally, during all this heat we’ve been loving, 2nd Chance Thrift Store is air-conditioned! So 

come on in and enjoy the cool, enjoy the great bargains, enjoy the high quality of merchandise 

you can buy with those great bargains, and enjoy fun little discounts created just for you and 

your pocket book.  

Sincerely,  

Jim and all the volunteers of The Friends of The Carpenter 2nd Chance Thrift Store                                                          

 

                                                           

 

You can help Friends of the Carpenter earn 

donations just by shopping with your Fred 

Meyer Rewards Card!   

 

Amazon Smile is a way to give back 

to Friends of the Carpenter when 

you shop on smile.amazon.com  

mailto:contact@friendsofthecarpenter.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki

