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Church Beyond Walls
Life is great, now. But, at
first I felt that there was
no hope left. No matter
what, I never gave up on
my higher power. I was
homeless and heavily addicted to drugs. Once I
realized it’s either jail,
death, or institutions, I
made a choice. I went to
Friends of the Carpenter
one day and just kept going. I went to bible study,
and sought guidance. I
prayed hard every day,
confessed all my sins, and
accepted Jesus Christ as
my Savior.
That’s when Andre’ baptized me. I expected everything to be fine after
that, but it wasn’t. I realized that giving myself to
the Lord meant that there
wasn’t any half stepping,
I had to give myself fully.
One day, Barbara (God
bless that wonderful

woman), showed me a
brochure from Lifeline
Connections drug treatment. I left it in God’s
hands. I signed up and
was accepted.

Gilbert Martinez

Treatment was a blast; it
gave me tools and a better understanding of
drug addiction. When I
graduated, I was accepted into an Oxford House
and got a job. God has

blessed me.
I’m not saying it’s going
to be easy, but what I am
saying is it’s worth it.
Believe in the Lord. My
sobriety has brought me
happiness. I’ve become a
person I never knew existed. I would like to
thank the Lord and the
entire staff for the unconditional love they have
shown me. And, to those
still suffering from drug
addiction and the feeling
that there’s no hope,
there is. NEVER GIVE
UP! This disease doesn’t
care what color, race,
age, rich or poor, it is a
serious disease and it can
be treated, if you work
the steps and keep coming back. IT WORKS IF
YOU WORK IT AND
YOU’RE WORTH IT.
With that said, GOD
BLESS!

Pre-Holiday Product
Sale
Friday, October 23, 2015
10:00 am—3:00 pm

Christmas ornaments,
planters, crosses, toys, and much,
much more!
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October Volunteer Star Spotlight
Brent Stahl has been involved with Friends of the Carpenter (FOC) on many levels. He has been Vice President
(2008) and is currently President of the Board of Directors
of FOC. Brent has also led devotions and has volunteered
many hours in the wood working arena. Brent first heard
about FOC when Duane Sich (founder and former Executive Director) gave a presentation on FOC to Brent's
home Church, City Harvest. Brent visited FOC in 2006
and saw all the wonderful wood working tools and
equipment and immediately wanted to be part of the
ministry. Brent has helped on many projects including
making the knot hole crosses from discarded wood. Brent
cites as his highlight being a part of the team in building
the large Sanctuary Cross at East Woods Presbyterian
Church. When Brent is not at FOC, he is busy with a lot
of building projects for his home church. A recent bride
was grateful and delighted that Brent was able to build a
"natural looking" staircase to the platform that looked
like it was there all the time. Brent related that the staircase is a "blessing for future events." Brent also is busy
with two businesses: first, he is a health coach/
nutritionist for clients to lose body fat and secondly, the
"Bod Pod" business where the Pod analyzes a person's
body mass. Brent really enjoys being part of FOC and
being able to make a difference. Brent related he likes the
safe environment and that participants "are treated like
human beings rather than a number." Thank you Brent
for your leadership skills and making a difference for
Friends of the Carpenter. by Bernie Gerhardt

DONATIONS NEEDED
Coffee, Hot Chocolate, Cup of
Noodles, and Bottled Water
www.friendsofthecarpenter.org

Come join the fun! Tickets are still available

Mother’s Day Jim Fischer Concert

for the Auction online and at the Friendship

coming on Saturday, May 7, 2016.

Center.
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