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Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God . 1 John
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A Place of Refuge

Craig Cluff, Facilities Manager

www.twitter.com/friendcarpenter
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Last month in this space, I
talked about the ongoing
affordable housing crisis
in our community and
some of the initial efforts
being taken to address it.
While those efforts are
steps in the right direction,
everyone agrees that by
themselves they are not
going accomplish what is
needed to provide
everyone in Clark
County a place to call
home. We need to do
more.
Here’s just one example. We have a shortage of overnight shelter beds in Vancouver
and the rest of Clark
County. A clear and visible sign of that shortage is
the impromptu ‘tent city’
in the blocks around Share
House that has quickly
grown to include well
over a hundred individuals. The people who are
camping there mostly
have nowhere else to turn.
On October 21st, a new
City Ordinance took effect
that makes it legal to camp

on most publicly owned
property between the
hours of 9:30 pm and 6:30
am. (Public parks are excluded – they close every
night between 10 pm and
5 am.) There are other
issues, though. Where do
you spend the daytime
hours? How can you
maintain any kind of basic
hygiene without access to
a bathroom or a shower,
or anywhere to dispose of
trash?

The desire to address
those critical human
needs is bringing together
a number of community
partners to create a new
day center program here
in Vancouver. We are
providing 1200 sq. ft. of
space at our Friendship
Center at 1600 W. 20th
Street, in which Share will
operate the day center
seven days a week from 7
am to 5 pm. Clients will
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By Tom Iberle
be able to come inside out
of the weather, collect mail,
charge cell phones and collect themselves for the days
and weeks ahead. Share
staff will offer case management and outreach to other
critical services such as
mental health counseling,
general education classes
and job search assistance.
We are also in the planning
stages of adding shower,
laundry and additional
bathroom facilities to our
building, so that we are able
to offer those muchneeded amenities as
well. Our projected
opening date for the day
center is later this year,
by the middle of December if all of the plans
come together.
The funding for this program and related expenses
is coming from multiple
sources. The City of Vancouver and Clark County
are providing the operational expenses, the Vancouver Housing Authority
is covering cost of the space
and the increased utility
expenses, and the capital
improvements are coming
from Community Development Block Grant dollars
from the City.
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I want to make this next
point as clear and definite
as I can – our Faith-based
Day Shelter operation, our
woodworking activities,
and the safety and sense of
purpose that we provide as
the main part of our Mission will continue to be offered in the Friendship Center alongside this new program. We have already
freed up the space we are
providing for the day center by moving many of our
activities into new rooms
built by our volunteers and
staff, with greatly appreciated assistance from the

City on design and permitting. Our program
will run parallel to, and
complement, the day center operation. Our Board
and Staff see this as a
great opportunity to serve
the community in this
critical area, bring more
people onto our property,
and continue to Change
Lives with Love in new
and creative ways.
There is little doubt that
there will be challenges
and trials ahead in this
endeavor. Those who are
homeless have needs and

situations that are often
complex and usually not
easily or quickly solved.
But we believe that we
have the right pieces in
place to make a significant
difference in many lives
and towards improving
the health of our community as a whole.
Please keep us all in your
prayers. We continue to
be deeply grateful for
your faithful and generous support of our Ministry. I remain convinced
that, with God’s Providential Love and Grace,
we will go far together.
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3414 NE 52nd St., Vancouver, WA 98661 , 360-750-3867
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Fridayy
More changes are taking place at the store. In September, Wendy retired. Now, after five years Kristen is also retiring. She has done so much to make the store a
pleasant and very positive place to work; pricing clothes, vintage, furniture, and
providing us with volunteer appreciation parties, complete with style shows.
Pack that into two full days a week, and that's only a small part of what she has done.

Activity
Corner
Wednesday
Event Activities
1:00 — 3:00 pm
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Aloha… Well only for the first week of
November…. I am taking a few days off
and will be back by the time you see these
words.. even an Activity Coordinator
needs a few days to decompress…
BECAUSE FOC has been HOPPING. All the participants should be extremely proud of themselves for helping
to raise several thousand dollars from the
items they helped refinish for the Auction. The table and chairs, two benches,
boot bench, small tables and scroll saw
sanders and all the other products were
highlighted as being done here at the
Friendship Center WOOOOHOOOO for
us. Another big THANX goes to all the
workers and helpers who made our Oct
23rd Pre Holiday Product Sale raise another $1,000 or so for FOC. One day –
wow – what a wonderful success.. I think
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we may be having another sale again before
Christmas…. Our Harvest Party was so
much fun THANX to the CARE Committee… good food and good times. There
seems to be newcomers every day so we
must be doing things well around
here. Come on down and take a little time
to meet our public….it is really a hoot….See
you
soon CJ

Kristen has been a friend to everyone, making the volunteers and customers feel welcome, special, and
part of our "store family". Her knowledge about the merchandise and willingness to do tasks above
and beyond the call of duty have made her invaluable to the store. She has shared in our commitment
to helping the homeless in Vancouver.
Six new volunteers are being trained to help fill the void!
Kristen and her husband will be moving up north where they have family.
How does one thank someone who has done so much for so many?

Best Wishes Kristen and Jim!
Kristen, Wendy, and Carla helped make the store what it is today - something in which we are all
proud - something that has made a contribution to the Ministry of Friends of the Carpenter. Most important, it’s something we see continuing as an integral part of Friends of the Carpenter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Watch for the Christmas items to come out Monday, November 16. Elves have been working to get
holiday merchandise priced and ready. We store Christmas items all year for this event!

