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Changing lives with love 

 

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God . 1 John 

Contact Us! 

Phone 360-750-4752 

Tom Iberle, Executive Director  

   Cell 360-903-3626  

Michelle Rouse, Administrative Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2246 

Craig Cluff, Facilities Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2245 

Jerry Swan, Financial Secretary 

Bernie Gerhardt, Volunteer &  

 Community Outreach Manager 

CJ Haney, Activity Coordinator 

Andre Provost, Community Service Coordinator 

Mary Rose, Office Assistant 

Samuel Abron, Sr., Shop Assistant 

contact@friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.facebook/friendsofthecarpenter 

www.twitter.com/friendcarpenter 

Refused 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, please check the box and 

return it to your mail carrier.  We pay 

the postage. 

1600 W 20th Street 

Vancouver, WA 98660 

P.O. Box 65358 

Vancouver, WA 98665 
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By Tom Iberle 

ine finding safety and a 
sense of purpose any-
where, let alone at the 
Friendship Center, unless 
you understand on a 
deep level how much God 
loves and values you for 
just who you are.  That 
can be difficult for many 
of us to accept – how can 
God find me beautiful to 
behold, when I know how 
much I can make a com-
plete mess of things here 

on Earth?   

But that uncondi-
tional and all-
encompassing 
concept of divine 
love is fundamen-
tal to our under-
standing of who 
God is and what 
He does for us.  It 
reminds me of the 
powerful image of 
God the Father 
from Paul Young’s 

book The Shack.  Mac-
kenzie, the main charac-
ter, spends an entire 
weekend in conversation 
with Papa (the term of 
endearment that Paul us-
es throughout the book 
for God the Father).  Af-
ter hearing Papa describe 
one person after another 
in loving terms and refer 

One night in Los Ange-
les, a hitchhiker was try-
ing to get a ride. A fancy 
sports car pulls over to 
pick him up.  When the 
hitchhiker gets into the 
car and sees the face of 
the driver, he recognizes 
him.  The driver was film 
star Michael Douglas!  
The hitchhiker was 
astounded.  All he could 
think to say to Michael 
Douglas was, “Do you 
know who you 
are?”   

That’s a fascinating 
question, Do you 
know who you are?  
One we all should 
ponder and consid-
er how to answer. 

We bid a reluctant 
farewell this past 
month to Rev. 
Shirley Knight, who 
is moving back to 
Idaho to be closer to her 
family in Twin Falls.  
Shirley is a retired Meth-
odist minister who has 
filled a number of roles 
for Friends of the Car-
penter over the years.  
She served on our Board 
of Directors from Octo-
ber 2011 until May 2015.  
Shirley also faithfully 
covered several other 

volunteer positions, and 
was a regular monthly 
Devotion leader, where 
she shared many inspi-
rational messages over 
the years. 

Early on, Shirley brought 
to us one of her favorite 
theological affirmations.  
It quickly became a reg-
ular part of our prayer 
life at the Friendship 
Center: 

I am a beloved and 
precious child of the 
Most High God, beau-
tiful to behold with 
something to share! 

Isn’t that a great answer 
to the question ‘Do you 
know who you are?’  It 
is also fits our Mission in 
a wonderful way.  It 
would be hard to imag-

Do You Know Who You Are? 
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T H E  C A R P E N T E R ’ S  T O O L  B O X  

Wednesday 

Event Activities 

1:00 — 3:00 pm 

Activity 

Corner 

continued 
whole world is crumbling 
around you.  Everyone – 
Volunteers, Participants, 
Agency representatives 
and our Staff – work hard 
at providing an atmos-
phere of hospitality and 
welcome for everyone 
that comes into our build-
ing.   That happens in so 
many different ways, from 
simple acts of kindness to 
the daily Name Game to 
the various woodworking 
and other activities that 
provide such a solid sense 
of purpose.  If you have-
n’t yet experienced that, 

How are you all doing with humanity vs humidi-
ty?  As you can tell the weather is playing a role in 
all our lives this summer. The Friendship Center 
has been coping with fans and laughter to move 
the air around. We have been blessed with several 
groups of young people sharing  our space.  They 
have done yard work in the mornings and wood-
working projects in the afternoons.  What a treat 
to watch the younger folks interact (or people 
watch)  with the center “regulars.”  We are looking 
forward to more mission groups later this month.  

Also our summer HUGS Party is coming up on the 
July 15th so put it on your calendar. We will be 
serving hot dogs, salads, chips and cold drinks. 
We have some surprise giveaways.   Ooo … 

Ahhhhh …Hummmm…. Hands of Favor will be here 
for more haircuts along with some games and good 
fun. We can always use extra help that day so give 
Bernie a call if you have a couple of extra hours that 
Wednesday.  Stay kewl and hydrated and hope to 
see you soon.  
CJ, Activity 

to each one as ‘one of my 
favorites’, Mackenzie 
comes to the transcendent 
realization that we’re all 
God’s favorites.  God’s 
“especially fond” of every 
single human being on the 
planet. 

So many of those who 
come to the Friendship 
Center have had their faith 
in God shaken and their 
self-image and sense of 
worth beaten into the 
ground.  It’s hard to avoid 
those kinds of feelings 
when it seems as if your 

or haven’t experienced it in 
a while, you really need to 
visit us at 1600 W. 20th St 
and find out for yourself. 

In the meantime, always 
remember who you are and 
how important you are to 
God’s Plan for the world.  
Thanks so much for remind-
ing us of that, Shirley.  You 
remain a great Friend of the 
Carpenter and will always be 
in our hearts and our pray-
ers. 

Have a Blessed Summer, 
everyone. 

 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

Bottled Water, Sand Paper, 1/4” 

ribbon, Coffee, & fresh vegetables 

from your garden 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Tax ID# 91-1932953 

Al Walter and his wife, 

Sally, are transplants from 

Walla Walla.  Now they are 

firmly rooted in Vancouver 

and are enjoying the close 

proximity to their children 

and grandchildren in Port-

land and Seattle.   Al re-

tired from the Department 

of Corrections after 30 

years working as a Unit 

Manager and Classification 

Counselor.  He received his 

MA in Bible and Theology at 

Western Seminary in Port-

land, Oregon in 2010.  Al is 

seen every 4th Thursday 

leading devotions at the 

Friends of the Carpenter 

(FOC).  Al related that he “ 

“wanted to serve God full 

time as a volunteer.”  Al feels 

that “FOC is a great and 

unique ministry.  People have 

the opportunity to serve God 

and at the same time contrib-

ute to the community.”   Al is 

active in the Rehoboth Messi-

anic  Congregation and teaches 

a New Testament Class there 

every Saturday.  Al’s passion is 

Alpine Climbing and he has 

climbed many of the moun-

tains in the Northwest.  Al is 

also very active in the Gideons 

International.  Thank you Al, 

for volunteering your time at 

FOC! 

July Volunteer Star Spotlight 
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Sun-

day 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 9:30 am Devotions 

1:00 pm Staff Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

1:30 pm Point Man 

Ministries 

(Veterans Support 

Group) 

7 pm VCCB  

Practice 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

10 am Faith Shar-

ing Group 

1 pm Wednesday  

Afternoon  Activity 

3 pm The Daniel 

Plan Class 

7/15 11—4 pm 

Hand of Favor 

Haircuts 

 

6/24 7 pm 

Woodturners 

1 pm Newsletter 

Activity  

8/3—8/7 

 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

10:30 am Disciple-

ship Class 

7 pm Pipe Band 

Rehearsal 

7/16 One (1) Day 

of Prayer for Clark 

County and FOC 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

Friendship Center 

Closed July 3rd 

7/25 9:30 am Show 

& Tell  

 

 

H.U.G.S. 

7/15/15 

3414 NE 52nd St., Vancouver, WA 98661 

360-750-3867       www.2ndchancethriftstore.org  

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 

2nd Chance Thrift Store 

"Only by giving are you able to receive more 

than you have"   Jim Rohn 

Volunteers are the heart of the 2nd Chance Thrift 

Store.  We are already halfway through 2015 and 
closing in on our five year anniversary.  In the last 4

-1/2 years we have come a long way.  Without our 

incredible, all volunteer staff we would not be where 
we are today.  Monday through Saturday our volun-

teers show up and work hard to help those who are 
not as fortunate as we are. 

We have all made so many new friends and met so 
many generous people.  With your help we can con-

tinue this mission of helping others.  Donations are 

the fuel for our store.  Our volunteers are eagerly 

awaiting your donations of gently used or new cloth-
ing, housewares, furniture, crafts, vintage and antique 

items, jewelry, books, tools, linens, and decorative 
items.  Please help us continue our support to the 

Friends of the Carpenter with your donations. 

Thanks again to our wonderful thrift store staff.  We 
could not do it without you! 

"You have never really lived until you have done 
something for someone who can never repay 

you"  Anonymous  

Our donations days are Monday, Wednesday and Fri-

day from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

 

http://www.2ndchancethriftstore.org

