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Changing lives with love 

 

2nd Chance Thrift Store 
3414 NE 52nd St., Vancouver, WA 98661  

360-750-3867 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 

www.2ndchancethriftstore.org  

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God. I John 4:7 

Contact Us! 

Phone 360-750-4752 

Tom Iberle, Executive Director  

   Cell 360-903-3626  

Michelle Rouse, Administrative Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2246 

Craig Cluff, Facilities Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2245 

Jerry Swan, Financial Secretary 

Bernie Gerhardt, Volunteer &  

 Community Outreach Manager 

CJ Haney, Activity Coordinator 

Andre Provost, Community Service Coordinator 

Samuel Abron, Shop Assistant 

contact@friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.facebook/friendsofthecarpenter 

Donate Online    Tax ID# 91-1932953 

Refused 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, please check the box and 

return it to your mail carrier.  We pay 

the postage. 

1600 W 20th Street 

Vancouver, WA 98660 

P.O. Box 65358 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

March 

 2nd Chance Thrift store is getting ready for Spring.  Starting the first week of March 
we will begin bringing out some Spring fashions.  Check each week for new items.   

 Don't forget to stop in and see our new, bigger and better book corner.  We had so 
many books we had to expand that area.   

 We continue to receive some wonderful vintage donations.  In February we benefit-
ed from two estates.  Stop in and see what is new in our vintage corner. 

 When you are in a spring cleaning mood, we would love some houseware dona-
tions.  The store always needs pans, serving dishes, dinnerware, silverware, bakeware and 
small appliances.  These are very popular items and they sell fast.   

 The volunteers at the thrift store continue to work hard to support the Friends of the 
Carpenter.  We continue to be dedicated to helping the homeless.  This has been our mis-
sion from week one and we are blessed to be able to continue that mission.  

 

 Thank you for continuing to support our store and our mission. 

  

By Tom Iberle 

Examples would be people 

dealing with a range of 

mental illnesses,  our sisters 

and brothers accused and 

convicted of various crimes 

in our court system, those 

with physical and psycho-

logical disabilities, and so 

many who struggle with 

homelessness and other 

basic human needs on a 

daily basis.  For one reason 

or another, broader society 

has decided to shun or ex-

clude all those we have 

deemed not worthy of our 

attention.  At best, most 

would prefer to avoid as 

much as possible our pre-

sent day ‘lepers’ and leave 

their care and tending to 

others. 

The vision of Friends of the 

Carpenter is to be a beacon 

of Christ’s light and a re-

source of hope and healing 

to so many in our midst who 

have trouble finding those 

things anywhere else.  Our 

dedicated volunteers and 

our staff do their very best 

to provide the welcoming 

atmosphere that can be a 

safe port in the daunting 

storm of daily life for those 

A man with leprosy came 

to Jesus and begged him 

on his knees, “If you are 

willing, you can make me 

clean.”  Filled with compas-

sion, Jesus reached out his 

hand and touched the 

man. “I am willing,” he 

said. “Be clean!”   Immedi-

ately the leprosy left him 

and he was cured. 

 Mark 1:40-42 

This encounter between 

Jesus and the leper is one 

of the most well-known 

stories in Scripture.  That’s 

remarkable when you con-

sider that our Lord asked 

the man not to tell anyone 

about their meeting.  How-

ever, the man Christ 

healed was so overcome 

that he could not restrain 

himself – ‘He went out and 

began to talk freely, 

spreading the news.’  Mark 

1:45a.      

The Old Testament reading 

from Leviticus that often 

accompanies this Gospel 

passage proscribes any 

contact with anyone with a 

leprous condition, in a way 

that often seems exces-

sively harsh to 21st Century 

ears – isolating the person 

with the skin condition 

from the rest of the com-

munity and requiring them 

to shout out ‘Unclean!  Un-

clean!’ to anyone who may 

approach.  The Greek word 

for leprosy that Mark uses 

is thought to describe a 

variety of skin diseases 

that were generally be-

lieved in Jesus’ time to be 

highly contagious.  It’s 

maybe a little easier to un-

derstand the restrictions 

with that perspective.  As 

is often the case in the 

Gospel, Jesus response is 

just the opposite of what 

he is supposed to do – he 

reaches out his hand, 

touches the leper and heals 

him. 

What does that mean for 

us?  And who are the out-

casts in our time and cul-

ture?  Who are those that 

we push out of the main-

stream, to the periphery of 

society?  I would argue 

that many of those we wel-

come to the Friendship 

Center on a regular basis 

are certainly in that group.  

21st Century Outcasts  
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Activities 

Monday—Friday 

9—4 pm 

Wednesday Event 

Activities 

 1:00 — 3:00 pm 

Activity 

Corner 

21st Century Outcasts Continued   
– both at the Friendship 

Center and at our 2nd 

Chance Thrift Store opera-

tion. 

Please keep our Ministry in 

your prayers that we contin-

ue to be able to live out our 

Mission.  Better yet, consider 

joining us at Friends of the 

Carpenter sometime if you 

are looking for a way to 

put your faith into prac-

tice.  We’ll provide some 

training and help you get 

started.  This Lenten Sea-

son is a great time to try 

Hello Everyone:  Has spring come al-

ready?  The warm weather is a blessing for 
many of our participants. The plants and trees 

are starting to bud and life is good. The activi-
ty center has been busy building bird feeders 

and garden planters. Others are inventorying 

the various bird houses (and critter feeders) 
donated by a widow who wanted her late hus-

band’s creation shared. So, we now have a 
rather large stock ready for sale.  You can see 

them hanging around the Friendship Center. 
We will be planting the outside flower boxes in 

the next few weeks and could really use your 

older garden utensils. We always have more 
who want to help than the specific tools need-

ed – so if you can spare a hand rake, hoe or 
digger, we don’t have any shovels or rakes 

either so keep that in mind. We will put them 

to good use.   

The Wednesday crew wants to give a shout 

out to Hands of Favor for the many haircuts giv-

en last week.  The smiles they put on clients 
faces were priceless.    

I also want to thank all of our volunteers who 
have been bringing in the crock pots of hot food. 

They are always a hit and gone in 2 minutes flat. 

Lol ! Another huge congratulations go out to the 
Youth Build Vancouver kids who made it through 

their “Boot Camp” and were accepted in the 2yr 
program. We will keep you  in our prayers.  

This place is surely alive, just like the song 
says… Truly alive. Come down anytime, we’ll be 

here.   Thanx   CJ 

who are struggling, either 

physically, emotionally or psy-

chologically.  While we don’t 

have Jesus’ miraculous heal-

ing touch, we do have our 

woodworking and other activ-

ities that can provide a sense 

of purpose and meaning to 

improve one’s confidence and 

feeling of self-worth.  Our 

volunteers do become Jesus’ 

hands and feet and ears by 

sitting with and listening to 

the stories of those with 

whom we minister.  We have 

so many ways to get involved 

out something new in your 

prayer life.  Instead of ‘giving 

something up’ you could ‘give 

something forward’.  It may 

not be the easiest thing you’ve 

ever done, but it could turn out 

to be one of the most mean-

ingful and satisfying.  Thanks 

so very much for your support 

of Friends of the Carpenter. 

Sharon McConnell has volunteered for the 
Friends of the Carpenter (FOC) for the last 
2 1/2 years.  Sharon heard about FOC 
from Jay Kitchin (former Activities Center 
Coordinator). Jay wore dove crosses made 
at FOC during church services at Orchards 
United Methodist and often solicited do-
nations for the HUGS Parties. Sharon 
teamed up with Wade Campbell (a 
friend’s son) and began volunteering at 
the Center sanding, gluing, tracing 
patterns and shaping and rounding out 

comfort crosses. Sharon related that she 
has been interested in woodworking 
since childhood.  Sharon has been 
around sawdust in her father’s wood 
shop. Sharon shared that she has en-
joyed working with the wood and 
meeting lots of wonderful people at the 
Friends of the Carpenter.  Sharon is busy  
keeping up with her house and yard 
work too. Twice a month, Sharon helps 
her church feed breakfast to students 
from a nearby school.   

March Volunteer Spotlight 

Plastic spoons, knives, and forks 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Thank you, 
Sharon and 
Wade for 
the count-
less hours 
in fulfilling 
the Mission 
of Friends 
of the Car-
penter. 

Fridays 12—1 pm 

March 6/13/20/27 

Lenten Bible Study 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 9:30 am Devotions 

1:00 pm Staff Mtg 

9:30 am Devotions 

1:30 pm Point Man 

Ministries 

(Veterans) 

7 pm VCCB 

Rehearsal 

9:30 am Devotions 

1 pm Afternoon    

Activity 

3/25 7 pm 

Woodturners 

1 pm Newsletter 

Activity  

3/30—4/3 

9:30 am Devotions 

7 pm Pipe Band 

Rehearsal 

3/19 One (1) Day 

of Prayer for Clark 

County. WA and 

FOC 
www.onechurch1day.org 

9:30 am Devotions 

12—1 pm Lent Bible 

Study 

3/6 5—8pm First Fri-

day at Divine Consign 

3/28  9:30 am  

Show & Tell 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

 

This month I would like to focus on another 

life being transformed at the fellowship 

center.  

“My name is Kaley Huber.  I was born and 

raised in Vancouver, WA and went to the 

same high school as my dad, Hudson’s Bay.  

At 16 years old, while a junior in high 

school, I fell in love and became pregnant.  

Together, my boyfriend and I decided to 

have this child and become emancipated.  

So, that summer, I gave birth to a baby 

boy!  With my son in the school day care, in 

September I went back to school to finish 

my senior year, but failed after three 

months.  Four years later, we had a second 

child, a baby girl and got married the fol-

lowing year. 

Nine years into our marriage, I realized 

that, even though I loved my husband, our 

lives had grown apart.  I asked him for a 

divorce, which was finalized in 2007. Be-

lieving that it was important to keep my 

kids in school, I worked very hard to make 

it happen.   

While working as an auto parts ware-

house driver for a major parts store in 

Vancouver in 2011, I became injured on 

the job.   My ankle did not respond to 

therapy and I had to undergo surgery.  

This led to a permanent lay off from my 

job!  With the loss of income, came a loss 

of my home.  While my children had now 

grown to 15 and 18 years of age, we be-

came homeless.    My son moved to Cali-

fornia to live with his dad.  My emotions 

took off like a roller coaster!  Where I 

should have remained strong for my teen 

daughter and myself, I did not.  I turned 

to drugs and became a couch surfer.   

Soon, I was addicted to meth!  Every rela-

tionship I attempted to get into failed 

miserably.  Finally in January of 2014, my 

daughter left to join her brother with my 

ex in California.  She was everything to 

me, but my choice to do drugs has taken 

away my ability to care for her and pro-

vide her with a safe home.  My addiction 

led me to jail for the first time ever in 

September.  Twenty one days in jail for 

drugs and I knew I’d hit bottom.   My life 

had to change.  I had to get clean, get my 

family’s love and respect back.  I had to 

get Kaley back.  

On my release, being clear minded and 

ready to change, I heard of a day shelter 

called “Friends of the Carpenter. (FOC)” 

Since I was still homeless, I chose to go 

and check it out.  It was what I had hoped 

for, a place to go through the day that 

would keep me out of the streets and off 

drugs.  It also allowed me to work on my 

community service hours to work off my 

court fines.  In December, with the help of 

my new sober group of friends, I decided 

to get baptized at FOC by Andre Provost! 

Andre was starting to pull together a few 

FOC members for Bible studies.  My bap-

tism was my way of recognizing my will-

ingness to stay clean, follow God and for 

the first time in my life, I even opened a 

Bible. I promised myself and God, whom I 

had always believed in and prayed to, 

that I would learn the Word for myself 

and my family through my path back to 

them.  I was hoping that God would help 

me find myself, my life and my heart 

again.  Now three months after being 

baptized, I’m still clean, living in a shelter, 

attending a discipleship class at FOC and 

am a member of Living Hope Church and 

focusing on my life and my health.” 

Thank you for your prayers and support 

which makes this possible.  

Church Beyond Walls By Andre Provost 


