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Changing lives with love 

 

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God . 1 John 4:7 

Contact Us! 

Phone 360-750-4752 

Tom Iberle, Executive Director  

   Cell 360-903-3626  

Michelle Rouse, Administrative Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2246 

Craig Cluff, Facilities Manager 

   Cell 360-558-2245 

Jerry Swan, Financial Secretary 

Bernie Gerhardt, Volunteer &  

 Community Outreach Manager 

CJ Haney, Activity Coordinator 

Andre Provost, Community Service Coordinator 

Samuel Abron, Shop Assistant 

contact@friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 

www.facebook/friendsofthecarpenter 

www.twitter.com/friendcarpenter 

Donate Online    Tax ID# 91-1932953 

Refused 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, please check the box and 

return it to your mail carrier.  We pay 

the postage. 

1600 W 20th Street 

Vancouver, WA 98660 

P.O. Box 65358 

Vancouver, WA 98665 
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By Tom Iberle 

safety and sense of pur-

pose provided by our ac-

tivities is meeting critical 

needs in Vancouver.  We 

continue to grow in both 

the number of people 

coming to the Friendship 

Center and the range of 

groups participating.  In 

the first three months of 

2015, we saw a 60% in-

crease in the number of 

hours clients spent in our 

Friendship Center com-

pared to the average first 

quarter numbers in the 

previous three years.    

Fully 60% of these visi-

tors were homeless or 

living in poverty, another 

“When Jesus was at the 

table with them, he took 

bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and began to 

give it to them.  Then 

their eyes were opened 

and they recognized 

him, and he disappeared 

from their sight.  They 

asked each other, ‘Were 

not our hearts burning 

within us while he talked 

with us on the road and 

opened the Scriptures to 

us?’” Luke 24:30-32 

During this Easter Sea-

son, we are grateful for 

our Lord’s victory over 

Death as we continue to 

place our Hope in the 

Resurrection that 

fills the Friendship 

Center with God’s 

Love and Grace eve-

ry day.  The staff 

and volunteers con-

tinue to experience 

how much of a dif-

ference our Ministry 

is making in peoples’ 

lives.  We hear com-

ments like ‘Coming 

to the Friendship Center 

gives meaning to my day 

– something that is hard 

to find other places’  and 

‘I feel like I’ve been 

dipped in holy water 

when I come here’.  We 

are humbled and 

amazed by the witness 

and testimony of those 

who find such a deeply 

spiritual connection at 

Friends of the Carpenter.  

We find that Risen Spirit 

is challenging us by fill-

ing our day shelter with 

so much activity each 

and every day.  Judging 

by the people coming 

through our doors, the 

On the Road to the Friendship Center 
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T H E  C A R P E N T E R ’ S  T O O L  B O X  

Wednesday 

Event Activities 

1:00 — 3:00 pm 

Activity 

Corner 

continued 
described above continue, 

it’s inevitable that our 

program won’t be able to 

stay at the consistently 

high level that we have 

established.  We need 

more staffing, particularly 

in the area of case man-

agement, to keep up with 

the changing and compli-

cated demands coming 

through our doors.  Our 

Board and our paid staff 

are investigating ways to 

address this crucial situa-

tion.  If you have skills or 

resources that you could 

contribute, please let us 

know. 

The stream of visitors also 

challenges our physical 

plant.  For instance, as 

anyone who has driven to 

1600 W. 20th St well 

knows, the access road to 

reach the Friendship Cen-

ter and the front edge of 

our parking lot is badly in 

need of attention.  It’s 

necessary to negotiate a 

number of large potholes 

Hello Everyone:  We always get more 
done than I can report here but some of 
the great projects in the works are: 
Danny's baby cradle is sprayed and get-
ting ready for the Auction Room and it is 
wonderful, Charlie's Cedar Chest in partial-
ly rebuild and in sanding, Bryan's pantry 
cart is being sanded and will have the 
doors attached when he is finished; the 7 
piece TEAK patio set and the matching 
bench are in the sanding process and will 
be going to the Auction in October. So far 
over 20 participants have had a hand in 

that project. We have a garden bench ready 
to start and several "kit" boxes and "kit" 
toys in the area ready for the Wednesday 
crew.  So if you have some time or have an 
idea for more work for us, give me a call. 
You are always 
wel-

20% were special needs 

folks, 10% came to us 

through the Partners in 

Careers (PIC) program, 

and about 5% performed 

some sort of community 

service.   

That’s a varied and of-

ten challenging combi-

nation of situations and 

people.  While the num-

bers and diversity of 

visitors are rapidly ris-

ing, our staff – both 

paid and volunteer – has 

stayed the same.   

This places Friends of the 

Carpenter at a significant 

juncture in our history.   

Praise be to God, we are 

providing an atmosphere 

of welcome and hospitality 

that is much wanted and 

needed in our community.  

The number of people 

coming voluntarily through 

our doors and visiting 

again and again to build, 

to talk, and to pray attests 

to the effectiveness of our 

program.  But if the trends 

to reach the Center, and 

those using walkers and 

wheelchairs find the parking 

lot difficult to navigate.   

Our new neighbors, who 

own that right of way into 

our parking lot, are willing 

to share the cost of fixing 

the road.   At this point, we 

think our share would be 

about $5000.   The Easter 

season, with renewal and 

growth bursting forth all 

around us, seems like a par-

ticularly opportune time to 

smooth the road and create 

a better welcome for every-

one coming to visit our 

Friendship Center. 

So that makes it a partic-

ularly opportune time for 

all of our donors to consider 

a special gift to help us real-

ize improved access and a 

better welcome for everyone 

coming to visit our Friend-

ship Center.  We would 

gratefully welcome any and 

all monetary donations to 

help us reach that goal.  

God’s continued Blessings 

this Easter Season.  

 

Flowers & Bedding Plants for front 

of Friendship Center, Chest Freezer, 

1/4” Ribbon 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
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Sun-

day 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 9:30 am Devotions 

1:00 pm Staff Mtg 

5/10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendship Center 

Closed Memorial 

Day 5/25 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

1 pm Point Man 

Ministries 

(Veterans Support 

Group) 

7 pm VCCB  

Practice 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

10 am Faith Shar-

ing Group 

1 pm Wednesday  

Afternoon  Activity 

4 pm The Daniel 

Plan Class 

5/20 1—4 pm 

Hand of Favor 

Haircuts 

 

5/27 11 am Memo-

rial For the Home-

less, St. Paul Lu-

theran Church 

5/27 7 pm 

Woodturners 

1 pm Newsletter 

Activity  

6/1– 6/5 

 

 

 

9:30 am Devotions 

10:30 am Disciple-

ship Class 

7 pm Pipe Band 

Rehearsal 

5/21 One (1) Day 

of Prayer for Clark 

County and FOC 

5/20 3 pm  Disas-

ter Preparedness 

9:30 am Devotions 

2 pm Movie 

 

5/2 5-8 pm Product 

and Tool Sale 10 

am—2 pm 

5/9 FOC Benefit  

Encore Concert 

Series  Mill Plain 

United Methodist 

Church 7 pm 

5/17 NAMI Walk  

1 pm Portland, OR 

http://

nami-

walks.nami.org/

friendsofthecarpen-

ter 

 

 

 

www.friendsofthecarpenter.org 
 

H.U.G.S. 

7/15/15 

3414 NE 52nd St., Vancouver, WA 98661  

360-750-3867       www.2ndchancethriftstore.org  

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 

2nd Chance Thrift Store 

Sidebar Subtitle Text 

Spring is here and warmer weather is just around the corner!  We have hundreds of Spring and Summer clothing 

items added to the racks each week.  The store also has a large selection of children's clothing.  Each month 
there is a selection of clothing that is half off.  Be sure to check out that extra bargain.  You can't beat our prices! 

Our linen department is bursting with a wonderful selection of table linens, bed linens, towels, and curtains.  The 
store has recently received donations of many vintage linen items.   

If you need crafting supplies, you have to see our craft corner.  There is yarn galore, fabric, instruction and pat-

tern books for all kinds of needlecraft, and paper crafting supplies.   

The spring shoes that are coming in are "like new", and the prices are very reasonable. 

Truckloads of furniture have been arriving weekly.  Dressers, dining sets, and sofas have been abundant.  They 
are priced to sell, so stop in every week to see what is new. 

We would be happy to receive your gently used donations on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

Our store hours are 10:00 to 5:00 Monday through Friday and 10:00 to 2:00 on Saturday. 

THANK YOU for donating to the 2nd Chance Thrift Store.   

http://www.2ndchancethriftstore.org

